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United Way of Otter 
Tail County presents 
its 3rd Annual "Shot 
in the Dark" Charity 
Golf Event. The ball 
gets rolling with reg-
istration and social 
hour, presentation of 
Community Spirit 
awards, silent auction 
and dinner.  The tour-
nament will begin at 

dusk.  Format for the 
tournament will be a 
“ Golden Egg”  format.   
The evening will con-
tinue with participant 
awards when all play-
ers return to the club-
house.  

Interested golfers are 
encouraged to bring a 
flashlight, although 
extra glow in the dark 
golf balls and flash-
lights will be on sale 
prior to the game. 

The cost to enter the 
tournament is $75 
per person, $300 per 
team or $400 per 
corporate team spon-
sorship.  Businesses 
or individuals may 

also sponsor a hole or 
team and receive 
sponsorship advertis-
ing.   

If you would like to 
register, sponsor the 
event, donate an auc-
tion item, or have 
questions, please call 
United Way at 
218.736.5147. 

All proceeds will go 
to support programs 
of United Way of   
Otter Tail County.  

Log onto our website 
at www.uwotc to 
download the regis-
tration form.  

 

Friday, May 15th, 2009 
3rd Annual “Shot in the Dark”  Charity Golf Event      

New United Way Website — www.uwotc.com 
Please log on to 
www.uwotc.com to view 
the new United Way of 
Otter Tail County web-
site. Volunteer Meghana 
Anderson spent many 
hours developing the 
user friendly site. The 
new format will connect  
volunteers and donors 
to important informa-
tion regarding United 
Way and our commu-
nity.   

One can find informa-
tion about partner pro-
grams, volunteer oppor-
tunities, along with in-

formation about upcom-
ing news and events.  
There is also informa-
tion about what one can 
do to “ LIVE UNITED”  
in the community.   

If you have questions or 
any suggestions about 

the site, please call 
United Way office at 
218-736-5147. 
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“ 08”  Participants: Kris Kuehl,           “ 08”  Participants: Kris Kuehl,           “ 08”  Participants: Kris Kuehl,           “ 08”  Participants: Kris Kuehl,           
Nancy Mattson & Annie AltNancy Mattson & Annie AltNancy Mattson & Annie AltNancy Mattson & Annie Alt    
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Lisa Litt—Fergus Falls 

Jerry Ness—Fergus Falls 

Thad Olson—Fergus Falls 

VJ Block—Fergus Falls 

Marc Rinke—Fergus Falls 

Jessica Steinbrunner—Fergus Falls 

Rebecca Svingen—Fergus Falls 

Janet Athens—Fergus Falls 

Shelly Schoenick—Fergus Falls 

Lori Larson—Fergus Falls 

Tom Verhelst—Fergus Falls 

Cyndy Huber—Perham 

Linda Hauge—Fergus Falls 

Phil Frederick—Battle Lake 

Pam Western—Fergus Falls 

Bonnie Ewert—Fergus Falls 

Mark Siefert—Fergus Falls 

Melissa Mattson—Fergus Falls 

Pat Shol—Fergus Falls 

Cheri Trudell—Fergus Falls 

Lisa Workman—Fergus Falls 

Nikki Tabbut—Fergus Falls 

Alex Kangas—Fergus Falls 

 

A big thank you goes out to our Com-
munity Investment panel volunteers 
who donated over 150 hours of their 
time to make a positive impact in 
our community.  

Matt Kennedy—Fergus Falls 

Rick Bleichner—Battle Lake 

Jeremy Kovash—Perham 

Darcy Koeckeritz—Fergus Falls 

Joy Solum—Pelican Rapids 

Bob Block—Fergus Falls 

Joel Myhre—Fergus Falls 

What happens to the money I 
give to United Way ?  How does 
it go from my checkbook, to 
helping one in four people in our 
county?   

This  past March 23rd and 24th,   
community volunteers found out 
first hand.  They participated in 
our community investment pan-
els, who  met  to determine the 
2009/2010 partner program  
funding amounts.   

Programs interested in applying 
for United Way funds  completed 
a funding application.  Then  
presented to panels of commu-

nity members how their program 
is a benefit to our community 
and  how it fits with United 
Way’s mission “ to improve lives 
in Otter Tail County by mobiliz-
ing the caring power of our com-
munities.”   

The volunteers heard presenta-
tions from  programs, asked 
questions and ensured fiscal re-
sponsibility of that program.  
They also made sure that pro-
grams fit in United Way’s priority 
areas of   HEALTH — EDUCA-
TION and FINANCIAL STABIL-
ITY. The community investment 

panel makes recommendations 
for funding, to the allocations 
committee who puts it to a vote 
before the Board of Directors of 
the United Way of Otter Tail 
County.  This is a great way to 
make a big difference for our 
community in a short amount of 
time!   

Board Meetings……………………...…3rd Wednesday 

United Way Dine out Day ………………………….TBD 

United Way 2009/2010 Campaign Kick Off …….TBD 

Volunteer Open House………………………….April 16 

Community Investment Announcements……..April 17 

Stamp Out Hunger Postal Food Drive ………..May 9th 

Shot in the Dark Golf Event…………….……..May 15            
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United Way Heroes—Community Investment Panel Volunteers 

2009 Community Investment Process    

Calendar of Events 

TH E CON TRI B U TOR             TO I MPROVE L I VES I N  OTTER TAI L  COU N TY  
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Volunteers: Lisa Litt, Bob Block,              
Jeremy Kovash & Matt Kennedy 
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VOLU ME 1 ,  I SSU E 2  

UNDERNEATH EVERY-
THING WE ARE,             
UNDERNEATH EVERY-
THING WE DO, WE ARE ALL 
PEOPLE. CONNECTED,    
INTERDEPENDENT, 
UNITED. AND WHEN WE 
REACH OUT A HAND TO 
ONE, WE INFLUENCE THE 
CONDITION OF ALL. THAT’S 
WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE 
UNITED.    

If you would like to LIVE UNITED 
in Otter Tail County please join us 
for a volunteer Open House from 
12-4 on Thursday, April 16th, 
2009.   

This will be a kick off to our Vol-
unteer Solutions county wide vol-
unteer registration.  It will connect  
those who wish to volunteer to 
their area of interest in Otter Tail 
County.   Please watch our website 
or join us on the 16th for more 
information on how to volunteer 
and LIVE UNITED! 

 

 

�

and dads volunteering their time to 
coach youth sports teams, individu-
als taking the time to read to groups 
of children and helping in their 
church nursery, local teens volun-
teering at non-profit organizations, 
and right now we are all reaching 
out a hand to help our friends and 
families in need during the most 
recent flood. These community 
members know that caring for one 
another creates a healthy commu-

United Way has been asking Otter 
Tail County residents how they LIVE 

UNITED. 
Since the 
launch of our 
LIVE UNITED 
campaign last 
September we 
have been 
profiling some 
great exam-
ples. Moms 

nity where everyone has opportuni-
ties to live a healthy and happy life. 
United Way is also focused on a 
healthy community by supporting 
over 39 programs that provide a 
good education, good health and 
financial stability. Thank you to all 
of our local community members 
who have so graciously agreed to 
take part in our LIVE UNITED cam-
paign. Keep watching to see who 
will be next!  
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May 9th is the “Stamp out Hunger”  Postal Food Drive 

United Way Launches “Volunteer Solutions”  County Wide 

LIVE UNITED - Mary Phillipe 

annual NALC National Food Drive – 
the largest one-day food drive in the 
nation. The donated food will be dis-
tributed directly to local food pantries 
and Someplace Safe.  

United Way of Otter Tail County and 
the National Association of Letter Car-
riers are pleased to partner with this 
event and appreciate the support of 
the communities in Otter Tail County. 

Last year Otter Tail County Letter Car-
riers collected over  8,300 pounds of 
food. The goal is to surpass this 
amount this year as the need at food 

shelves has had such an increase of 
senior citizens and working families.   

If you are not able to leave food at 
your mailbox on May 9 th, you may 
bring your items to your local post 
office on Friday the 8 th or Monday the 
11 th.  Gifts of cash/checks are also 
accepted and they can be directly 
written out to your local food shelf. 

For more information about the an-
nual Stamp Out Hunger effort in your 
community, contact United Way of 
Otter Tail County at 218-736-5147.  

�

On the second Saturday in May -- May 
9, 2009 – the rural and city letter car-
riers in Otter Tail County will deliver 
much more than mail when they walk 

and drive 
along their 
postal routes. 
They also will 
collect the 
goodness and 
compassion of 
their postal 
customers 
participating 
in the 16th 
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United Way of Otter Tail County and 
Kinship of the Perham Area, part-
nered with 2-1-1 Northwest, a pro-
gram of Tri Valley Opportunity Coun-
cil, February 24th to present Ruby 
Payne’s — A Framework For Bridges 
Out of Poverty.  Over 30 partici-
pants were in attendance at the Per-
ham Community Church.  Many of 

the participants were volunteers of 
Kinship.  
 
By participating attendees were able 
to discover how poverty and the cul-
ture of poverty affects behaviors, 
achievements or failures, and the 
environment that we live in.  
 
The workshop was facilitated by 
Bridges Certified Trainer, Cynthia 
Pic. Cynthia is the Community Ser-
vices Director for Tri-Valley Opportu-
nity Council of Crookston, MN and 
serves as one of the Grand Forks 
County Commissioners for North 
Dakota.  
 
Thank you to Jill Shipman and the 
volunteers from Kinship of the Per-
ham Area for coordinating this event 

and providing a wonderful dinner to 
the attendees.  
Please contact United Way of Otter 

Tail County If your organization is 
interested in hosting this workshop 
in your community.  
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A FRAMEWORK FOR BRIDA FRAMEWORK FOR BRIDA FRAMEWORK FOR BRIDA FRAMEWORK FOR BRIDGES OUT OF POVERTYGES OUT OF POVERTYGES OUT OF POVERTYGES OUT OF POVERTY————    PERHAMPERHAMPERHAMPERHAM        

per Pond Resort, with nearly 200 generous 
bidders in attendance. Statistics from 
North Country Food Bank indicate usage is 
up 20% from this time last year. Working 
families and seniors are struggling to make 
ends meet and have found it necessary to 
use the food pantries.   
The timing of the event was perfect as 
March is the Minnesota Food Share Month. 
The March campaign is responsible for 
more than half of the food distributed each 

year at the food shelves in the state of 
Minnesota.  
 Next year's "Friends of Friends" charity 
event has already been scheduled for 
Saturday, January 23, 2010 at the 
Thumper Pond Conference Cen-
ter. Contact United Way for more de-
tails.   
United Way is serving as a partner and 
fiscal host for the Friends of Friends 
group.  

United Way is happy to announce a 
March distribution of over $23,000 to 
seven food pantries located in Otter Tail 
County.  
Raising funds for food shelves locally was 
the goal for a group of concerned citizens 
called "Friends of Friends." The initial 
goal for the group was $7,500. Little did 
they know what a generous outpouring 
they would receive.  It was a sell-out 
crowd on a cold winter's night, at Thum-

Friends of Friends Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail CountyFriends of Friends Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail CountyFriends of Friends Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail CountyFriends of Friends Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail County    

TH E CON TRI B U TOR             TO I MPROVE L I VES I N  OTTER TAI L  COU N TY  

Way of Otter Tail County received 
$375 additional contributions to-
ward the campaign.  
 
The program was conducted 
across all Bremer Bank Regions 
and in total raised $35,372 dol-
lars for United Way.  

Bremer Bank recently completed 
an internal challenge campaign 
with its employees. The program, 
titled SWIPE 5, challenged em-
ployees to use Bremer check cards 
at least five times each month be-
tween September and December 
2008, donating 0.5 percent of 
each dollar to United Way. United 

Fergus Falls Bremer Bank Contributes Additional Dollars to United WayFergus Falls Bremer Bank Contributes Additional Dollars to United WayFergus Falls Bremer Bank Contributes Additional Dollars to United WayFergus Falls Bremer Bank Contributes Additional Dollars to United Way    

Matt KennedyMatt KennedyMatt KennedyMatt Kennedy————Bremer Bank & UW Board Bremer Bank & UW Board Bremer Bank & UW Board Bremer Bank & UW Board 
MemberMemberMemberMember————Mary Phill ipe UW DirectorMary Phill ipe UW DirectorMary Phill ipe UW DirectorMary Phill ipe UW Director    
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VOLU ME 1 ,  I SSU E 2  

was often defiant.  Grandma Moe as-
sisted Adam with his schoolwork and 
escorted him to his special education 
classes.  After only three months, 
Adam was noticeably less defiant, and 
with Grandma Moe’s 
encouragement, he began to complete 
his assignments.  His classroom 
teacher confirmed Adam’s classroom 
improvement by mentioning one 
specific incident: “ This morning Adam 
(who is very low functioning) 
raised his hand in class for the first 
time in the two years I’ve had 
him in class.  I believe it is because of 

the encouragement and 
confidence he’s gained from Grandma 
Moe.”    Grandma Moe herself 
relayed that “ Adam is very challenging, 

and when I see a 
small victory 
for him I praise 
and rejoice with 
him.”  *Name 
changed to protect the 
child’s identity. 

 

Betty Lou Moe joined the Foster Grand-
parent Program in 2005.  Betty is 
known for her quick wit and caring 
heart.  This is a perfect foundation 
to help her be a Foster Grandparent. 
She has been serving at Underwood 
Elementary and is affectionately re-
ferred to as “ Grandma Moe.”    
 
She began helping “ Adam,”  a fourth-
grade student who had been 
struggling with both learning and be-
havioral problems.  Adam was having 
trouble focusing in the classroom; fur-
thermore, he spoke very little and 

The constancy of the parent-child rela-
tionship is central to a child’s sense of 
security, feelings of self-worth, and 
development. Yet, many children to-
day are deeply and adversely affected 
by lack of contact from a parent be-
cause of divorce or separation. 

Someplace Safe Parenting Time Cen-
ter services are designed to assure 
that a child can have a safe and con-
flict free access to parents through 
supervised exchanges and parenting 
times. Parenting Time Centers provide 
a comfortable, interactive environ-
ment, where children are always the 
focus. Exchanges done at the Center 
are between separated parents who 
need a site that provides a physical 
distance and ensures no contact be-

tween the parents. This distance allows 
for children to go between parents in a 
less stressful manner. Supervised Parent-
ing Times are for non-custodial parents 
who need a location that offers supervi-
sion while they spend time with their 
children. For some parents, this may be 
the only location they can spend time 
with their children. Parents who have 
supervised parenting times with their 
children can do so in an atmosphere con-
ducive to healthy parent-child interaction. 
Toys, games, books and videos are avail-
able for use while families are at the cen-
ter. 

Through funding and grants, such as 
United Way, Parenting Time Center is 
able to provide services based on a mini-
mal sliding fee scale. 

Volunteers are needed to wipe down 
and organize toys. Donations of interac-
tive toys, games, puzzles, and coloring 
supplies are always welcomed. 

In Otter Tail County, Parenting Time 
Center has centers in Fergus Falls and 
Perham. Parenting Time Centers also 
are located in Morris, Ortonville, and 
Glenwood. Someplace Safe Parenting 
Time Centers is a member of the Su-
pervised Visitation Network. 

For more information on the Parenting 
Time Center and other Someplace Safe 
services, visit www.someplacesafe.info. 

Bob Ronning                       H&R Construction 

Tim Johnson               Service Food, Perham 

Jacki Maethner          Willow Financial Services 

Lisa Litt           American National Bank  

Tammy Stanislawski         Lake Region Healthcare  

Pastor Bob Kandles         Grace United                                                 
           Methodist Church 
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 FOSTER GRANDPARENT P FOSTER GRANDPARENT P FOSTER GRANDPARENT P FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM ROGRAM ROGRAM ROGRAM     

PARENTING TIME CENTEPARENTING TIME CENTEPARENTING TIME CENTEPARENTING TIME CENTERS CONTINUE PARTNERSHIP WITH UNITED WAYRS CONTINUE PARTNERSHIP WITH UNITED WAYRS CONTINUE PARTNERSHIP WITH UNITED WAYRS CONTINUE PARTNERSHIP WITH UNITED WAY    

United Way Board Member ListingUnited Way Board Member ListingUnited Way Board Member ListingUnited Way Board Member Listing    
President: Jerry Ness        Fergus Falls Public Schools 

President Elect: JJ Cline        Svingen, Karkela, Cline,                 
                                  Haugrud, Hunt, Larsen &  
                                  Jensen    

Secretary: Glenn Moerke            Pelican Rapids School 

Treasurer: Matt Kennedy        Bremer Bank Fergus Falls 

Rick Bleichner           Battle Lake Public Schools 

Jeremy Kovash                     Lakes Country Service Co-op 

Joel Myhre         Fergus Falls Daily Journal 

Grandma  

BETTY MOE 



��

�

120 Washington Ave. East 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

UNI TED WAY OF OTTER TAI L  COUNTY 
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211 Northwest     218-736-2856 

A Place To Belong     218-739-0797 

American Red Cross     218-736-3481 

Arthritis Foundation    651-644-4108 

Battle Lake Community Recreation   218-864-5215 

Battle Lake Open Door Youth Center   218-864-5004 

Battle Lake School Readiness   218-864-5217 

Boy Scouts of America    701-293-5011 

Bright Start Child Care Home Visitors    218-863-2911  

Camp Fire USA     218-736-3027 

Catholic Charities– Foster Grandparents   320-229-4587 

Child Care Visitor Program—Fergus Falls   218-998-0544  
      x1529 

Children’s Services Association   218-736-2969 

Father’s Resource Program    218-385-2907  
      x126 

Fergus Falls Area Family YMCA  218-739-4489 

Fergus Falls Adult Basic Education  218-998-0544  

Girl Scouts    800-666-2141 

Henning School Readiness   218-583-2927 

Kinship of the Perham Area  218-346-7102 

LSS Refugee Program   218-863-2252 

Mills IMPACT Team   218-385-4060 

New York Mills Food Shelf   218-385-2900 

North Country Food Bank   218-281-7356 

PARTNERS    218-867-1234 

Pelican Rapids Food Shelf   218-863-8452 

Pelican Rapids OAKS   218-863-1515 

Pelican Rapids Senior Center  218-863-7671 

  -Meals on Wheels Senior Citizens Nutrition 

Perham Area Community Center  218-346-7222 

Perham’s Promise      218-346-1474 

Permanent Family Resource Center  218-998-3400 

Salvation Army    218-739-9692 

Someplace Safe    218-739-2853 

United Way Funded Partner Programs 

Phone: 218.736.5147 
Fax: 218.736.3727 

E-mail: uwotc@prtel.com 

LIVE UNITED tm 

www.uwotc.com 

LIVE UNITED 
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