
  

 

LIVE UNITEDÊ 

 

June 19th, United 
Way Staff Volunteers 
for the 12th Annual 
Pelican Rapids Inter-
national Friendship 

Festival  

 

United Way staff and volun-
teers were LIVING UNITED 
at the Pelican Rapids Pub-
lic Library. Staff and volun-
teers assisted children 
with art projects from cul-
tures all over the world. 
Mexican tissue paper flow-
ers, Chinese silk grass 
mosaics and Venetian 
feather masks.   

LIVING UNITED &  
CHANGING LIVES 

Serving Students in Otter Tail County  

Many children look for-
ward to arriving on the 
first day of school with 
their new supplies, but 
it is a different story for 
families who can't af-
ford these items.  
 
United Way of Otter 
Tail County, Salvation 
Army, Otter Tail Wa-
dena Community Ac-
tion Council and nu-
merous community vol-
unteers have stuffed a 
school bus full of sup-
plies for youth residing 
in Otter Tail County. 
We hope you will con-

sider helping children be 
prepared for school by 
donating supplies also.   

Cassie Leabo and her son 
donating supplies.  
 

On August 4th busses 

were placed around the 
county to collect items.   
The event collected over  
2,000 items, adding that 
to our total, we are over 
7,000 items.  This will 
help reach our goal of 
serving over 400 school 
kids county wide. 
 
If you have questions 
about the program 
please email questions 
to stuffthebus@live.com 
or contact Mary Phillipe 
at United Way - 218-736-
5147 or Krista Hagberg 
at the Salvation Army at 
218-739-9692.  
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tion coverage or their current cover-
age is not enough.  

Why should I give through 
United Way?  
Because United Way-funded pro-
grams are making a difference every 
day in the lives of children, individu-
als and families in our community. 
Your giving through United Way 
helps support many health and hu-
man service programs in our com-
munity. United Way touches our 
friends, our neighbors, our co-
workers, and our families, or maybe 
even you. 

Can I trust United Way with 
my money?  

Absolutely! And hereôs why: United 
Way is directed by community volun-
teers and is able to maintain a low 
overhead due to our reliance on a 
large number of volunteers. Our Re-
view Panels and Community Impact 
Committee volunteers review each 
program funded through United Way 
to be sure they are effective and fis-
cally responsible.  In addition, United 
Way of Otter Tail County is mandated 
to conduct a full financial audit by an 
accredited accounting firm. You can 
find our most current financial state-
ments, 990 and more on our website 
at www.uwotc.com.  

What does United Way do?  

We unify resources.  Since it opened 
in 1945, United Way of Otter Tail 
County has conducted an annual 
charitable fundraising campaign in 
the community and workplace and 
has distributed those funds among 
local nonprofit organizations for pro-
grams to help those in need.  We 
also bring local resources together to 
maximize human service delivery 
systems. Your local United Way  
manages and provides a free volun-
teer service called Volunteer Solu-
tions and also provides the Family-
Wize prescription discount program 
for person who are without prescrip-

WHEN HELP CANôT 

WAIT  

When you gave to United Way of 
Otter Tail County last year, you sup-
ported the American Red Cross 
Emergency Services Program. 
Below is one story of how your 
contribution changed a life... 
 
The American Red Cross re-
sponded to a fire call from the 
Underwood, Minnesota Fire 
Chief on January 29, 2009.  
Upon arriving at the scene, it 
was apparent that an out-of-
control fire had caused major 
damage to the home.  A 70 year 

old male lost almost everything with 
the exception of the clothes on his 
back.  The fire victim said he had luck-
ily awoken upstairs early in the morn-
ing, headed downstairs and discovered 
the fire on the main floor.  He was for-

tunate to get out of the burning struc-
ture alive.  He further noted that he 
had lost his favorite pair of work 
boots. The Red Cross was able to 
provide much needed food, clothing, 
and replacement work boots to aid 

him in his recovery efforts. 
 
Since then, friends and 
neighbors have helped him in 
attempting to salvage anything 
left in the aftermath of the fire.   
The fire victim indicated he 
had built his home from the 
ground up and hopes to re-
build his home in the future.  
He is currently residing with a 
family member. 

 

United Way 2009/2010 Campaign Kick Off  

Leadershipéééééé.ééé... September 9 

Fergus Fallséééé.ééé.ééSeptember 23 

Perhaméééééééééééé....October 1 

Pelican Rapidsééééééééé....October 8 

Battle Lakeéééééééééé....October 15 
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UNITED WAYðFYI 

Minn -Kota Chapter American Red Cross  

Calendar of Events  
 

Board Meetingséééééééé...éééé.3rd Wednesday 

Coats for Kids Collection ééééé..é..July 20ðAugust 15 

Stuff the Bus Distributionééééééé..é...é...August 20 

Leadership Event at the Kaddatzééééé,,,,September 10 

Pancake Feed Fundraiser @ Applebee'séé..September 20 

Pelican Rapids Day of Caringéééé...ééééOctober 20 

GIVE. 



  

 

Otter Tail County community members that LIVE UNITED by advocating  

As you are well aware, we are in trou-
bled financial times.  In order to work 
through this we need to LIVE 
UNITED by supporting each other. 
There really hasnôt been a better time 
to use your voice.  This is what it 
means to advocateé  

Tell those who have inadequate pre-
scription drug coverage about the 
Family Wise program so they can 
save an average of 30% on their drug 
costs.     Put $5.00 toward some fold-
ers and notebooks for kids that will go 

to school without and support the 
Stuff the Bus Program.  Donate 
your used coat and boots for the 
Hutchôs Coats for Kids Program.  
Tell your neighbor about 2-1-1 so 
they can find out how to get con-
nected for their health and human 
service needs.  Volunteer to rake 
leaves this fall during the Pelican 
Rapids Day of Caring by register-
ing with Volunteer Solutions.   

Your voice and reaching out to 
others is what makes our commu-

nity strong.  It brings us together 
and helps us all to ADVOCATE 
and LIVE UNITED. 
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Friends of Friends ï Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail County  

Stand Up For What You Believe In!  

THE CONTRIBUTOR             TO IMPROVE L IVES IN OTTER TAIL COUNTY  

ADVOCATE.  

Advocating for food shelves in Otter Tail 
county is what they doé raising over 
$24,000 in 2009.  This group of caring 
Otter Tail County residents has already 
met to coordinate a 2010 event and if 
you can believe it, they have set a larger 
goal of $30,000. The event is Saturday, 
January 23

rd
 with a 6 PM social hour and 

dinner of beef or chicken will be served 
at 7:pm. Last yearôs event was a total sell 
out and due to a space issue the event 
has been moved from the Thumper Pond 
Club House to the roomier Convention 
Center. This will provide more space for 
the silent/live auction and kicking up your 
heels to the sounds of ñThe Shakers.ò  If 
you are a business who is interested in 
sponsoring a table at this 2nd event 
please contact Leif Hemstad at 

1.701.371.7119. 

Corporate or Business Sponsor-

ship Levels  

Bronze -  $100 to 499 

Silver - $500 to $999 

Gold - $1000 to $2499 

Platinum - $2500+ 

You may also contact 
otcfriends@hotmail.com  if you 
are interested in attending the 
2010 event.  

United Way of Otter Tail County is 
a partner with Friends of Friends 
and serves as the fiscal host and 
distributes the funds to the Emer-

gency Food Pantries in Otter Tail 
County as directed by the group.  

Visit www.uwotc.com to make 
online, secure contributions to this 
event. Click ñDonate Now.ò Re-
member to indicate in the 
ñRemember someone Specialò 
field, that you would like the dona-
tion to go toward ñFriends of 
Friends.ò 

In Step 1 of Donate Now ï you will 
enter ñFriends of Friendsò or ñFOFò 
within the remember someone 
special field.  

Visa and MasterCard are ac-
cepted.  


