
  

 

Set aside January 13th, 

2010 for United Way of Otter 

Tail Counties Annual Meet-

ing.   The event will begin at 

11:30 a.m. at the Grace 

United Methodist Church in 

Fergus Falls. Please RSVP 

by calling the United Way 

office. Anyone supporting 

United Way can attend. We 

are looking forward to cele-

brating the following 

achievements for 2009:  

¶ Investing in 33 partner 
programs that provide 
GOOD HEALTH, a 
GOOD EDUCTION and 
FINANCIAL stability to 
residents in Otter Tail 
County.  

¶ ñShot in the Darkò golf 
event raising over $5,000. 

¶ 26 restaurants active dur-
ing ñDine Out Dayò For 
United Way 

¶ Facilitating community resource 
meetings and discussions in 5 
local communities 

¶ Saving over $100,000 in pre-
scription discounts for families 
in Otter Tail county using the 
ñFamilyWizeò prescription dis-
count program 

¶ Launching of ñVolunteer Solu-
tionsò, coordinating volunteer 
events & volunteers county 
wide 

¶ Presenting to over 30 busi-
nesses and School Districts 
about how United Way im-
proves lives 

¶ Providing over 500 children 
school supplies through ñStuff 
the Busò 

¶ Holding 2 chili cook offs and a 
pancake feed 

¶ ñDay of Caringò in Pelican Rap-
ids  

¶ ñSurvive and Thriveò training 

¶ Otto Bremer Foundation 
$11,400 technology grant 
for more secure and effi-
cient equipment in our 
office.  

¶ ñBridges out of Povertyò 
training 

¶ Target Christmas tree 
giving to families in need 
at Lakeland Hospice 

¶ Coordinating outerwear 
through ñCoats for Kidsò 

¶ Participating in the Peli-
can Rapids ñInternational 
Friendship Festivalò 

¶ Over 900 hours in volun-
teer service that mobilized 
programs in Otter Tail 
County 

¶ Participating in the KLN 
Health Fair  

¶ AT&T Family Engage-
ment for High School 
Success Grant 

2009 Achievements  

Tickets Now Available! 2nd Annual ñFriends of 
Friendsò Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail County ð January 23rd 

Friends of Friends Fighting 

Hunger in Otter Tail County 

is once again partnering with 

United Way to raise needed 

dollars for the seven food 

shelves in Otter Tail County.  

ñFriends of Friendsò is a 

group of caring individuals in 

Otter Tail County who want 

to make a difference in the 

lives of our friends and 

neighbors.  According to sta-

tistics from the North Country 

Food Bank,  north central 

food shelves have seen an in-

crease in food shelf visits of 40% 

or more and the need continues 

to rise.  

The fundraising event will take 

place at the beautiful Thumper 

Pond Ballroom in Ottertail City, 

Saturday, January 23th with 

social hour beginning at 6:00 

pm.  

Tickets are $100 per couple and 

$50 for an individual and can be 

picked up at the United Way 

office.  

Purchase of a ticket includes 

dinner, live/silent auction. 

Auction services donated by 

Ed Pullen. The band ñThe 

Shakers,ò will be performing, 

so plan to put on your danc-

ing shoes. The goal for the 

event is to raise $50,000 for 

local food shelves. 

Please email to: 

otcfriends@hotmail.com to 

confirm your registration. Or 

call the United Way office at 

218-736-5147.  

All proceeds from this 

event will go to support the 

seven emergency food pan-

tries in Otter Tail County .  
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            Have you ever in a single day- Found a child a place to play? 
 
          Or helped a woman find a house  When she's been battered by her spouse? 
 
                          Or helped an elder manage strife  With meals to make a better life? 
 
       Or cooked for homeless women and men,  And found them blankets, beds and then... 
    
                     Bought a girl a teddy bear  And smoothed the tangles from her hair? 
 
                            Have you ever in a single day  Done so much? And by the way- 
 
                  You've done all that when you can say  "I gave to our UNITED WAY"  

The Happy Gizzard restaurant owner 

Derrick Nyhus and member of the 

Happy Gizzard Team, Sarah Rouleau 

were proud to take home the champi-

onship trophy. ñWe were fortunate 

that On the Corner manager, Bev 

Hamilton considered United Way for 

this first annual event,ò stated United 

Way Director, Mary Phillipe. It was wonder-

ful to see so many people coming out to 

enjoy some great chili and help support 

programs of United Way.ò On the Corner 

Community Room in Clitherall hosted the 

Chili Cook Off for United Way of Otter Tail 

County.  Several area restaurants partici-

pated including Chagen's Pub & Eatery, 

Kountry Korner Kafe, On the Corner, The 

Shoreline, TJ's Bar & Grill, and The Happy 

Gizzard.  A large crowd came to sample 

the restaurants' chili recipes which had 

levels of "Hold the heat", "Party in your 

mouth", "Give me a glass of milk" and "Melt 

your face off".  After everyone had a sam-

ple of each recipe, the community voted 

The Happy Gizzard to have the tastiest 

chili at the cook off.  The restaurant was 

awarded the Chili Cook Off  trophy. 

 

Community Investment Application due ééé.March 5 

Community Investment/Partner Program Presentations 

              March  22, 23 & 25th  
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 How Your Donation Impacts Lives  

Chili Cook Off Winner!  

Calendar of Events ðSAVE THE DATES!  
 

Board Meetingséééééééé...éééé.3rd Wednesday 

Community Investment Application Posted ééé.January 1 

Annual Meeting éééééééééééé.éé..January 13 

Friends of Friends 2éééééééééééééJanuary 23 

Someplace Safe Annual Tea ééééééé..February 27th  

Shot in the Dark  Golf Eventééééééééééé..May 7 

GIVE. 

Derrick Nyhus  and  Sarah Rouleau of the 
Happy Gizzard Restaurant in  Ottertail City 
proudly display the trophy they won from the 

Chili Cook -off  

Restaurant owners serve up  hungry  

participants for the Chili Cook -Off.  



  

 

 

United Way Director, Mary Phillipe and 

Ottertail Family Services Collaborative 

Coordinator, Jane  Patrick traveled to Har-

vard University in Cambridge December 

6thð8th, to participate in a learning op-

portunity grant  for Family Engagement for 

High School Success. 

During the two day session at Harvard 

University, participants listened as UWW 

representative Samantha Wigand intro-

duced speakers from the Harvard Family 

Research Project and UWW staff. The 

speakers also included Harvard's Dr. 

Nancy Hill, a leading researcher on ado-

lescence behaviors.  

This new initiative is working to get fami-

lies of disadvantaged children more in-

volved in their child's education. AT&T has 

contributed $2 million to the program 

through AT&T Aspire; its $100 million ini-

tiative is focusing on high school success 

and workforce readiness.  This is 

part of UWW's ongoing effort to re-

duce the high school dropout rate in 

half by 2018, helping United Ways 

use evidence-based strategies to 

mobilize their communities around 

education and to move the needle 

on graduation.  

United Way of Otter Tail County and 

Otter Tail Family Services Collabora-

tive partnered in October to submit a 

proposal for the Family Engagement 

for High School Success grant. The 

School Districts participating in the 

proposal process were Parkers Prai-

rie, New York Mills and Perham.  
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 Fergus Falls Adult Basic Education; A United Way Agency  

United Way of Otter Tail County Receives Family Engagement Grant  

THE CONTRIBUTOR             TO IMPROVE L IVES IN OTTER TAIL COUNTY  

ADVOCATE.  

of the participants, those completing 
the class will be more prepared to 
take college coursework, and they 
will be better-equipped healthcare 
employees. 

Who:  Those interested in nursing or 
other healthcare occupations. 

Pre-requisites:  CNA preferred and 
GED or High School diploma. 

When:  February 1 ð April 19, 2010 
Monday and Wednesday - 5:30-8:30 
p.m. 

Where: M State - Fergus Falls 

Cost: NO COST to first 15 quali-

fied applicants. Space is limited.  

Pre-registration required:  Deadline 
is January 22, 2010. 

The Course Includes  

¶ College Academic Expectations & 

Ethics 

¶ Time Management & Study Skills 

¶ Math for Healthcare Occupations 

¶ College Reading & Writing 

¶ Job Shadowing & Career Options 

To Register Call  

Fergus Falls Adult Basic Education 

218-998-0544 x 1602 

jsuiter@fergusfalls.k12.mn.us 

www.isd544.org/abe 

 

This class is offered  

by Fergus Falls ABE  

in collaboration with  

M State Fergus Falls and  

Rural MN CEP.  

20 US United Way organizations met at Harvard University in Cambridge, MA to work on 
Family Engagement for High School Success  

The Pre-Nursing/Healthcare class is 
ideal for anyone planning to pursue 
further education in nursing or another 
healthcare field.  

Because the program builds the aca-
demic, technical and workplace skills 


