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Friends-of-Friends

Fihting hswgon. i O, Tl Covany

Nearly 200 guests, more
than $50,000 dollars, danc-
ing to the Shakers, and en-
joying a fabulous dinner at
the Bigwood Event Center.
These were all included in
the success of the 2nd An-
nual Friends of Friends
Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail
County.

After a change in venue and Ed Pullen conducts the live auction

an event date change due to
Mot her
blast on the 23" of January,
the 2" annual event went off
without a hitch. The evening
began with a thank you to
nearly 200 guests who were
present to support the mis-
sion of fighting hunger in
their community. A goal of
$50,000 was set for the
2010 event.

Many thanks go out to the
businesses and individuals
who purchased event tick-
ets, donated live and silent
auction items and cash do-
nati ons. Al tos
a small group of friends can
do, 0 said Geor

Nat ur e 6 member of the Friends of Friends

committee. Thanks to the gener-
osity of the community the event
surpassed $60,000.

The AFriends of
group of caring individuals in Otter
Tail County who have organized
to make a difference in the lives of
children and families who may be
facing hunger. Their mission is
toé

* raise awareness about hunger
in Otter Tail County.

* raise funds to help ease hunger
in our County.

* create a community within our
community to help find a solution
to hunger.

Benefiting from the event will
be the seven emergency
food pantries in Otter Tail
County. With food pantry
usage up over 50% in some
areas; the timing is perfect.
Proceeds will be distributed
in March to make the most
impact for our food shelves
during the March Minnesota
Food Share Campaign.

Friends of Friends volunteer, and live
auction contributor; Bernie Steeves.

March is FoodShare Month

Each March, Minnesota
FoodShare directs the larg-
est food drive in the state
and restocks more than 260
food shelves across the
state. It recruits thousands
of congregations, corpora-

tions, schools and civic groups
to run local food and fund drives
to aid in the effort.

Minnesota FoodShare is not
able to match donations to your
local food shelf, however they

b\“d SUPERHERO

have an incentive food fund
(paid for by corporate and
individual donors), which
means the more a food shelf
raises, the more money they
receive from the fund.

There are many organizations
in Minnesota and nationwide
working side by side with Min-
nesota FoodShare to fight
hunger and bring awareness
to hunger issues including
Minnesota Food Banks,
March Campaign Corporate
Sponsors and other Hunger
Organizations.

The information from this arti-
cle was obtained from Minne-
sota Food share For more

information please log on to :
http://mnfoodshare.gmcc.org




LIVE UNITED - Mary Phillipe, Executive Director

If the economic professionals to work on skills for social, emo- ~€xample: working families and seniors
conditions of tional, cognitive and physical development. needing the support of emergency food
2009 taught us ) ) pantries, |nd|_V|(_1uaIs without insurance to
anything, A seniors are deliver tcoverprescriptions, and one in ten Ameri- by
that the best volunteer with a smile. cans who may currently be unemployed.
investmentisan A i ndividuals who nee(Restassured, your United Way will be it
investment in the Salvation Army feeding program and find  thered but we need you. With your help,
peotplei‘:stgn It?] friendship. wedl |l be there for our
\éﬁrsnmﬁrr‘,it'yrfpﬁ,_ A students improve r eamo_‘?gih bW?_Ol lt bte there in
grams funded by ~ demic performance in school because they m:&'ﬁn ane :Zrlg\éizgznhglmi]ncagven

United Way pay dividends in our com- were mentored by someone who cared one ersonyhyel sl ping

munity in the areas of INCOME, EDU- through Kinship of the Perham area or Catho- p P .

CATION and HEALTH. These are the lic Charities Foster Grandparents program. Currently United Way and Otter Tail Fam-

building blocks of a better life for every- In each area, your United Way contributions ily Serviqes Collaborative are conducting a

one. We see it when: paid dividends that go beyond mere numbers. COMmunity needs assessment. Please log

A children are visi tTheneeds, however, have not disappeared. mtlo Oglr V\.'eb.s'rt]? agd [:rowde US.W'th ygur

child care homes by Early Childhood In fact, in some ways, 2010 has brought even  Valuable insight about community needs.

broader challenges for our communities. For -9 In at www.uwotc.com.

A Letter From Our President o JJ Cline

Thanks to the tireless efforts of so is a statement that has stayed with me over want to say thank you to our outstanding
many volunteers and the remarkably the years and motivated me on many occa- staff, the three of them bring so much to
dedicated Executive Director and sions. | think the statement is a testament to this organization. Their tireless and re-
team, the United Way of Otter Tail how hard it is to accomplish certain goals. lentless positive efforts are inspirational
County positively impacts thousands of  Furthermore, when we do accomplish goals, to us all.

lives throughout our county. the statement spealcs volumes about thase Lastly, | would like to thank all of the vol-
I can remember vividly as a child, sit- unteers, individuals and corporations
ting on my Gr andmot bretedWsay obGiter Rail Edurgypmpacts the who generously give their time and re-
with several of my cousins on a hot lives of 1 in 5 people throughout Otter Tail sources to the

summer day, wishing we could go County. Our organization is a significant United Way of et = b
across the street to the corner variety source of funding for 33 separate programs Otter Tail County. l-'i'

store to get popsicles. | will not forget located in communities all throughout Otter It is through your §

my Grandmother asking the young Tail County. It is no secret that we live in a generosity that

boys why, on a nice summer day, they very difficult and challenging time. However, our organization

were not all playing. When she learned despite the economic times our organization can fulfill its mis- FEE]

wh at our reasons we has besomeevenanord comniitted to meeting sion-fit o i N !

wi shes were fi shes, thesednallengirigdaysaadpeviding a posi- lives in Otter Tail et

fry. o We never did gveimpaat orprome and mdreelives. h a t County by mobi-

day. Later in the afternoon though, my lizing the caring

Grandmother made us all the most I would like to thank every board member for

I - powers in our
wonderful German Chocolate cake. It their sincere dedication and efforts. | also

communi ti

Calendar of Events 0 SAVE THE DATES!

Board Meetingsééeééeééeécé. .. ééeéé. 3rdrFeWgdsesdayl s Day of Caringéééeé:q
Somepl ace Safe Annual Tea ééééécéderhalnm Dayy o20tClari ngéééééeééeéécéeé.
Community I nvestment ApplicationDine Oaé¢. Dayeckér ééeéécéeceéeéeée. . . Ji
Community Investment/Partner Program Presentations Pelican Rapids Day of Caringééeéc:

March 22, 23 & 25th
Shot in the Dark Gol f Eventééééeééééeeéeé. . May 7

Stamp out Hunger ééeeéeecééecéeéeeé. .. May 8
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GIVE.

How Did My Money to UWOTC Make an

IMPACT??77?

How do we make an impact in our commu-
nity? For 65 years United Way of Otter Tail
County has been a resource for change,
providing funding from community dollars to
assist programs that empower our
neighbors.  United Way looks at the needs
in our community, and then attempts to find
outcomes to decrease those needs. When a
program is funded or an initiative is started,
it is with the intent that there will be measur-
able change over a period of time.

One such initiative is the Friends of Friends
Fighting Hunger in Otter Tail County. With
an increase of 40% usage, the donations to
food shelves hadnot
group of philanthropists saw that the seven
food pantries in Otter Tail County needed
more food. So a local couple invited friends
for dinner and asked them to bring a non-

$7,500 they set out
to enjoy an evening
with their friends. By
the end of the eve-
ning over $23,000
was raised. 100% of
the proceeds went to
the seven food pan-
tries in March during
Minnesota Food
Share Month.

This January a few
more friends joined
together for dinner
and over $50,000
was raised. $50,000
could buy $ 450,000
worth of food from a

perishable food item. When delivering the
boxes of food to their local food shelf, they
realized that it just

food bank purchasing program [$1.00
buys $9.00 worth of food] or feed
250,000 people [$1.00 feeds 5 people].

individuals who due to insufficient eco-
nomic, family or community resources
experience a physical and mental condi-

told more friends, and organized efforts to
have a bigger dinner in January of 2009 and
invited everyone to bring their checkbook,
which makes much more of an impact than
two $.50 cans of beans. With a goal of

Now that makes an impact! Above

and beyond meeting their annual finan-

cial goal to feed the hungry, they have
raised awareness and compassion for

tion that comes from not eating enough
food.

Annual Meeting & Campaign Celebration
\

Spirit of the Community Awards were
given to businesses that offer their em-
ployees as volunteers and give substan-

tial financial contributions that build the

heart of the United Way Campaign.

These awards were distributed in three

categories:
Campaign Champion;

the overall em-

*

ployee, corporate and partnership award
with United Way of Otter Tail County.

Awardees: Otter Tail Power Company,

Partner Programs sharing information abouftter Tail Corporation, UPS, Lake Re-

their programs impact to donors.

The Annual Meeting of United Way of Otter
Tail County was held on January 20th,
2010 at Grace United Methodist Church in
Fergus Falls. Attendees were able to en-
joy displays by partner programs of United
Way and see the impact their donations
are making in our community. We wel-
comed new board members; Nathan John-
son, Greg Larson and Tim Rogelstad.
Retiring board members: Rick Bleichner,
Jeremy Kovash, Jerry Ness, and Bob Ron-
ning were also honored for their wonderful
service.
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gion Healthcare
Corp., Pelican Rap-
ids Public Schoaols,
Fergus Falls Public
Schools, Fergus Fall
Medical Group, Se-
curity State Bank,
Jennie-O-Turkey
Store, StoneL. Cor-
poration, Minnesota
Motor Co., Otter Tail
County Human Ser-
vices, Service Food
Market, Lake Region
Electric Cooperative,

Perham Public Schools.

* Top 5 Employee Participation Awards.
Awardees: Target, Herbergers, Security
State Bank, UPS, Pelican Rapids School
District.

* Top 5 Corporate Giving Awards (6
were distributed due to a tie). Awardees:
Jennie-O-Turkey Store, Otter Tail Corpora-
tion, Great Plains Natural Gas Company,
Gate City Federal Bank, and Wells Fargo
Bank.

2010 Spirit of the Community Award recipients

THE CONTRIBUTOR



